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Sep 2014: 
Nomination of the MAES 
national representative and 
participation in the MAES 
WG (first participation for 
Greece) 

Feb 2015: 
TRAIN: MAES 
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HESP

Establishment of a Scientific - Technical Committee

The committee aims to coordinate Ecosystem Services research and all

activities towards the Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and

their Services (i.e. MAES studies) in Greece.

Board members:

• Prof.  Panayotis Dimopoulos  (Coordinator) National Representative for the 
MAES implementation in Greece / University of Patras (Patras)

• Dr. Evangelia Drakou / University of Twente (contact person and link to ESP) 
• Assoc. Prof. Stelios Katsanevakis  / University of the Aegean (Lesvos)
• Assoc. Prof. Konstantinos Kormas  / University of Thessaly (Volos)
• Dr. Maria Tsiafouli / Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (Thessaloniki)



Workshop

Ministry of 

Environment & 

Energy

Regional level:

Regional policy

National level:

National legislation
• Environmental legislation

• Management of Natura 

2000 network areas etc.

Local level:

Municipality policy

Capacity building for Workshops via ESMERALDA

Training – participatory mapping 

and assessment



Day 1st

Time Wednesday, February 28th, 2018

10:00 – 10:30

Opening ceremony

Deputy Minister of Environment & Energy (Mr Sokratis Famellos)

Chair of the National Center for Environment and Sustainable Development

10:30 – 10:45
Introduction - Workshop objectives

Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos, Department of Biology, University of Patras 

10:45 – 11:15

MAES support to EU biodiversity policy 

Anne Teller, Senior Expert European Commission, ENV.B2 – Biodiversity

Invited speaker

11:15 – 11:45
MAES: Identifying the dormant national capital

Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos, University of Patras

11:45 – 12:00 Coffee break

12:00 – 12:30
Ecosystem services and National Capital Accounts

Prof. Dimitrios Skouras, Department of Economics, University of Patras

12:30 – 13:00
Maps’ applications and usability in natural capital assessments

Ass. Prof. Evangelia Drakou, Geo-Information Processing Department, University of Twente

13:00 – 13: 10
Summary and Close of Day 1

Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos, Department of Biology, University of Patras

13:10 – 14:00 Lunch



Day 2nd

Time Thursday, March 1st , 2018

10:00 – 10:15
Welcome and overview of the Day’s Objectives
Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos, Department of Biology, University of Patras

10:15– 10:45
Presentation of two Case Studies:  i) Parnitha National Park & ii) Metropolitan Park “Antonis Tritsis”
Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos, Department of Biology, University of Patras 

10:45 – 11:15
The MAES conceptual framework
Dr. Ioannis Kokkoris, Department of Biology, University of Patras

11:15 – 11:45
Data-gaps: an obstacle to reliable large-scale assessments
Ass. Prof. Evangelia Drakou, Geo-Information Processing Department, University of Twente

11:45 – 12:00 Coffee break

12:00 – 13:45 Breakout sessions (rotating groups)

12:00 – 12:45

Breakout group 1: Ecosystem services identification at the Parnitha National Park
Methods for identifying and assessing ecosystem services in a protected area
Lead: Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos

Breakout group 2:  Participatory mapping and assessment of ecosystem services
Participatory mapping application using participants expertise
Lead: Ass. Prof. Evangelia Drakou

12:45 – 13:00 Coffee brake

13:00 – 13:45 Breakout groups rotation

13:45 – 14:00
Mapping the road ahead
Anne Teller, Senior Expert European Commission, ENV.B2 – Biodiversity 
Invited speaker

14:00 – 14: 10
Outlook – introduction to the Thessaloniki workshop
Prof. Panayotis Dimopoulos, Department of Biology, University of Patras

14:10 – Lunch



Categories Agencies Participants (No) % Participants (No) %

MINISTRIES

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 15 28%

23 43%MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AND FOOD

4 7%

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AFFAIRS 4 7%

MANAGEMENT 
BODIES

MANAGEMENT BODY OF ITI NATIONAL PARK 2 4%

16 30%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF PARNASSOS 
NATIONAL PARK

2 4%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF PARNITHA 
NATIONAL PARK

3 6%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF SCHINIAS 
MARATHON NATIONAL PARK

3 6%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF MESSOLONGHI 
LAGOON

1 2%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF MT PARNON AND 
MOUSTOS WETLANDS

2 4%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF ACHERONTAS AND 
KALAMAS RIVERS AND ESTUARIES

1 2%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF CHELMOS -
VOURAIKOS

2 4%

UNIVERSITIES UNIVERSITIES 12 22% 12 22%

OTHER

E.U. 1 2%

3 6%GREEN FUND 1 2%

PRIVATE SECTOR 1 2%
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MANAGEMENT BODY OF 
SCHINIAS MARATHON 

NATIONAL PARK
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6%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF 
MT PARNON AND 

MOUSTOS WETLANDS
13%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF 
ACHERONTAS AND 

KALAMAS RIVERS AND 
ESTUARIES (OUTFALLS)

6%

MANAGEMENT BODY OF 
CHELMOS - VOURAIKOS

13%

Management bodies

MINISTRY OF 
ENVIRONMENT 

AND ENERGY
65%

MINISTRY OF 
RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
AND FOOD

18%

MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR

17%

MinistriesTotal



Plenaries (Athens)





Plenaries (Thessaloniki)



Hands-on



Methodology for monitoring and 
conservation status assessment of the 
habitat types in Greece
(P. Dimopoulos, I. Tsiripidis, F. Xystsrakis, A. 
Kallimanis, M. Panitsa, 2018)

Mapping and assessment of ecosystems 
and their services in Greece: technical guide
(P. Dimopoulos, I. Kokkoris, E. Drakou, 2017)

Provided for free to all workshop participants 
upon registration

MAES related publications



MAES integration 
in University education

Mapping and Assessment of 
Ecosystems and their Services 
(Dimopoulos P. & I. Kokkoris 2017)

• 1st (and until now, the only)
educational, academic book in
Greece

• Creation and implementation of
the 1st educational course in the
department of Biology (UPAT)
exclusively on MAES (start 2017-)

• 3 PhD students already applied
and have been accepted to
conduct research on ES (on
regulating and maintenance and
cultural services, respectively)

Provided for free to all students

• Website: www.maes.gr

• Establishment of the 

UPAT_MAES Research Group (RG)



UPAT

MAES RG

Prof. Panayotis
Dimopoulos

Coordinator

Dr Ioannis Kokkoris

Forester – environmentalist 
MSc, PhD

Ecology and GIS expert

Vasiliki Vlami

Environmentalist MSc

Cultural ecosystem 
services expert

Eleana Technitou

Environmentalist MSc

Ripparian habitats & 
GIS expert

Eleni Koumoutsou

Environmentalist MSc

Protected areas’ 
management expert

Dr Eleni Bekri

Civil Engineer MSc, PhD

Water resources 
management expert

Maria Stefanidou

Architect MSc

Urban & cultural 
ecosystem services 

expert

Dr Eleni Eliadou

Agronomist Msc, PhD 
Biodiversity expert

Maria Tsakiri

Biologist MSc

Flora expert -
botanist

Anna Kontopanou

Agronomist MSc

Sparsely vegetated 
land expert

Ass. Prof. Maria Panitsa

Assistant coordinator

2017



2017

2017

2018

Peer-reviewed articles



2018: Mapping, assessment and 

economic valuation of ES as a decision-

making basis for integrated 

management in the protected area   of 

Stymfalia lake

Implementation projects – national and local scale

2016: Typology, recording and 

mapping of cultural 

landscapes at the protected 

areas of the Natura 2000 

Network



Title:

Integrated actions for the conservation and management of NATURA 2000

sites, species, habitats and ecosystems in Greece (LIFE-IP 4 NATURA)

Partners:

1. Ministry of Environment & Energy

2. University of Patras

3. Democritus University of Thrace

4. Green Fund

5. WWF Hellas

6. Hellenic Ornithological Society

7. Region of Crete

8. Region of East Macedonia and Thrace

9. Region of Attica

10.Decentralized Administration of Epirus and Western Macedonia

Life IP 4 Natura

Project

Decentralized Administration of 

Epirus and Western Macedonia

Region of Attica

Region of Crete

Region of East Macedonia and Thrace

Total budget: 17,000,000 Euros

Budget for MAES implementation: 1,100,000 Euros



LIFE IP 4 NATURA

E1. Communication and Dissemination

F1. Overall project management and coordination 

A1. Development of Action 
Plans (APs) for species and 

habitats of Community 
Interest

A2. Optimizing specifications 
of the existing NATURA 2000 

monitoring data

A3. Mapping and Assessment of 
Ecosystems and Ecosystem 

Services (MAES)

A4. Stakeholder mapping and 
analysis

C3. Development of a Decision 
Support System (DSS) for NATURA 

2000 site management

C4. Creation of an interactive and 
interoperable ppGIS-webGIS for 
Ecosystem Services visualization 

and monitoring

C5. Stakeholder capacity building

C1. Field implementation of Action 
Plans (APs) for species and habitats

C2. Pilot implementation of NATURA 
2000 site management plans

D1. Monitoring of the project's 
environmental impact

D2. Monitoring the impact of the 
implementation of the MPs at the 4 
selected Regions and of the APs at 

national scale

D3. Monitoring the effectiveness of 
the capacity building and training 

system of the project

D4. Monitoring of the project's 
environmental impact

D5. Monitoring of the project's socio-economic impact

Complementary

action I. 

Monitoring Program 
for species and 

habitats of Community 
Interest (national 

scale)

Complementary 
action II. 

Management 
Plans for the 
Natura 2000 

sites (national 
scale)

C6. Implementing MAES at pilot 
studies 

E2. Replication and transfer of projects results and 
achievements  nationally and on an EU level 

Communication and Dissemination

2018-

2021

2018-

2019

2019-

2021

2020-

2023

2018-

2025
2019-

2025



Prof. Panayotis 
Dimopoulos

Coordinator

Dr Ioannis Kokkoris

Forester – environmentalist 
MSc, PhD

Ecology and GIS expert

Vasiliki Vlami

Environmentalist MSc

Cultural ecosystem 
services expert

Eleni Koumoutsou

Environmentalist MSc

Protected areas’ 
management expert

Dr Eleni Bekri

Civil Engineer MSc, PhD

Water resources 
management expert

Maria Stefanidou

Architect MSc

Urban & cultural 
ecosystem services 

expert

Dr Eleni Eliadou

Agronomist Msc, PhD 
Biodiversity expert

Maria Tsakiri

Biologist MSc

Flora expert -
botanist

Anna Kontopanou

Agronomist MSc

Sparsely vegetated 
land expert

Ass. Prof. Maria 
Panitsa

Assistant coordinator

Flora expert

Assoc. Prof. Sinos 
Giokas

Fauna expert

Dr. Georgios 
Dimitrellos

Forest habitat expert

Assoc. Prof. Eva 
Papastegiadou

Fresh water expert

Dr. Sofia Spanou

Coastal habitat expert

Eleana Technitou

Environmentalist MSc

Ripparian habitats & 
GIS expert

Life UPAT-Team
UPAT



pdimopoulos@upatras.gr

Thank you for your 

attention


